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Lif t ing appliances whose speed is 
not  greater than 0,15 m/s fal l  
under the scope of  the Machinery 
Direct ive.

Among the Essential  Health 
and Safety requirements 
(EHSRs) appl icable to l i f t ing 
appl iances,  interpretat ion of  
EHSR 6.2 has been disputed for 
more than a decade.
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Ø Control  devices for  machiner ies present ing 
part icular  hazards due to the l i f t ing of  
persons – EHSR 6.2 .

“ W h e r e  s a f e t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d o  n o t  i m p o s e  o t h e r  s o l u t i o n s ,  
t h e  c a r r i e r  m u s t ,  a s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  b e  d e s i g n e d  a n d  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  c a r r i e r  h a v e  
m e a n s  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  u p w a r d  a n d  d o w n w a r d  m o v e m e n t s  a n d ,  i f  
a p p r o p r i a t e ,  o t h e r  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c a r r i e r.
I n  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h o s e  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  m u s t  o v e r r i d e  a n y  o t h e r  
d e v i c e s  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  s a m e  m o v e m e n t  w i t h  t h e
e x c e p t i o n  o f  e m e r g e n c y  s t o p  d e v i c e s .
T h e  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  f o r  t h e s e  m o v e m e n t s  m u s t  b e  o f  t h e  h o l d -
t o - r u n  t y p e  e x c e p t  w h e r e  t h e  c a r r i e r  i t s e l f  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  
e n c l o s e d . ”
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Many lifting platforms 
without doors and 

without the hold-to-
run device have 

been certified and 
installed throughout 

Europe

Most of them are still 
in operation

Manufacturers and 
Notified bodies 
involved in the 
procedures for 
assessing the 

conformity of this 
kind of machineries 

deem the light 
curtain barrier 
suitable for the 

“complete enclosure” 
of a carrier

Applicat ion of  EHSR 6.2 in the market
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Most manufacturers 
and notified bodies 
do not share that 
interpretation of 

EHSR 6.2

Setting aside for the 
moment the safety 

issues, different 
interpretations of that 
requirement pose a 
serious competition 

issue

In 2014, EPSA asked 
the Machinery 

Standing Committee 
to say its final word 

on the dispute

The involvement of  the Machinery Committee
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Ø The off ic ial  posit ion 
of  the European 
Commission

• I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  E H S R  6 . 2  
d e b a t e d  i n  M a c h i n e r y  
C o m m i t t e e  f r o m  2 0 1 4  t o  
2 0 1 8

• I n  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  5  
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 8  m e e t i n g



7Ø Definit ion of  
“completely enclosed” carr ier

T h e  l a s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  G u i d e  t o  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
M a c h i n e r y  D i r e c t i v e  2 0 0 6 / 4 2 / E C  ( O c t 1 9 )  s t a t e s :
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Ø CONCLUSION:

S o ,  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  n o n - c o m p l i a n t  e x i s t i n g  p l a t f o r m s ,  
s t i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n ?

Ø “Is a matter of market surveillance”
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Letter addressed to 
ACCREDIA, the sole 

national accreditation 

body appointed by 

the Italian 

government

In the letter (June 

2022), MIMIT 

informed ACCREDIA 

that although NBs 
should be informed 
about the official EC 

interpretation of 

EHSR 6.2, it looks 
like they are not

MIMIT complained 

that Italian NBs did 

not withdraw the EC 

examination-type of 

noncompliant 

platforms and even 

issued new 

certification after 

2019, asking 
Accredia to 
intervene

Act ivi ty of  the I ta l ian Market  Survei l lance Authority - 1
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1 . To  d e - a c t i v a t e  
( “ r e n d e r e
i n a t t i v i ” )  a l l  
C e r t i f i c a t e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  
a u t o m a t i c  l i f t i n g  
p l a t f o r m  w i t h o u t  
d o o r s

2. To stop issuing EC 
type-examination 
certificates related 
to those appliances

3. To report to 
ACCREDIA all EC 
type-examination 
certificates issued 
in the past

Activity of  the I ta l ian Market  Survei l lance Authority - 2
ACCREDIA sent a letter to all the Italian NBs for Lifts (August 2022), imposing on them:



12New Machinery 
Regulation
EHSR 6.2

“ W h e r e  s a f e t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d o  n o t  i m p o s e  o t h e r  
s o l u t i o n s ,  t h e  c a r r i e r  s h a l l ,  a s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  b e  
d e s i g n e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  p e r s o n s  
i n  t h e  c a r r i e r  h a v e  m e a n s  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  u p w a r d  a n d  
d o w n w a r d  m o v e m e n t s  a n d ,  i f  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  o t h e r  
m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c a r r i e r .
I n  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h o s e  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  s h a l l  o v e r r i d e  a n y  
o t h e r  d e v i c e s  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  s a m e  m o v e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  e m e r g e n c y  s t o p  d e v i c e s .

T h e  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  f o r  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  s h a l l  b e  o f  t h e  h o l d - t o - r u n  t y p e  
e x c e p t  w h e r e  t h e  c a r r i e r  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  e n c l o s e d .  I f  
t h e r e  i s  n o  r i s k  o f  p e r s o n s  o r  o b j e c t s  o n  t h e  c a r r i e r  
c o l l i d i n g  o r  f a l l i n g  a n d  n o  o t h e r  r i s k s  d u e  t o  t h e  
u p w a r d  a n d  d o w n w a r d  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c a r r i e r ,  
c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  a u t h o r i s i n g  a u t o m a t i c  s t o p s  a t  
p r e s e l e c t e d  p o s i t i o n s  m a y  b e  u s e d  i n s t e a d  o f  h o l d -
t o - r u n  t y p e  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s . ”
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